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ST JOSEPH’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
On the 17th May 1977 Cardinal Basil Hume officially 
opened St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre in Hendon, following 
a request from parents to Cardinal Heenan to provide 
spiritual support for people with learning disabilities 
and their families.  To commemorate this, we will have 
a Mass in the grounds on Saturday 13th May 2017 at 
noon, celebrated by Bishop Paul McAleenan, followed 
by a bring and share lunch.

CHRISTMAS APPEAL AND CARDS
As Christmas approaches we 
focus our minds on our annual 
appeal - see enclosed flyer.  
Please send us your intentions 
and they will be remembered  
in prayer when we light our 
tree at the Christmas Carols on 
Saturday 10th December at 
6pm.  Christmas cards are on sale 
at the Reception, a pack of 10 for £3.50.

FATHER MICHAEL DALEY
Father Michael Daley celebrates 
10 years as our Chaplain!  We 
thank him for his support over the 
years and for leading us in prayer, 
pilgrimage and as a family.  He was 
recently presented with a framed 
angel made by our students which 
is part of our new Christmas gift 
range, as part of the thank you!

LOURDES 2017
St Joseph’s is already looking 
ahead to next summer when 
from the 23rd to 29th July 2017, 
we will be taking a group of 
pilgrims to Lourdes alongside the 
Diocese of Westminster.  Names 
are already being collected and 
assessments will be done in 
the new year.  For more  info, 
please contact Sue Pratt at  
sue@stjoseph.org.uk

RIP
Please remember Sanchez Benoit, a Lourdes pilgrim, 
who has recently passed away, in your prayers.  May he 
rest in peace.

ACHIEVEMENT DAY
Our Achievement Day 
was celebrated at the 
end of the summer 
term to coincide with 
the end of the school 
year.  All our students, 
their families and 
carers assembled in 
the marquee in St 

Joseph’s grounds to be entertained by the St Joseph’s 
Drum Studio, Dance Studio and the Book Club, who put 
on impressive performances.  Bishop Paul McAleenan, 
the new Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster and Kennett 
Westmacott from the Activities Centre presented each 
student with a gold medal and certificate for their hard 
work throughout the year.  The afternoon was rounded off 
with strawberries and cream in the orchard.  Fortunately 
the Rainbow Club was run throughout August so it was 
not too long a break until the start of term.

OUTREACH UPDATES
Caritas St Joseph’s  actively 
prepared people with 
learning disabilities in 10 
parishes throughout the 
Diocese over the summer 
as this photo from White 
City parish shows of a 
young Communicant. 

Gail Williams accompanied several families who 
attended the Living Fully conference in Rome in June, 
which focused on disability, culture, family and faith.

Caritas St Joseph’s 
continues to hold 
inclusive Masses, 
such as this one at 
the parish of East 
Finchley, and also 
Masses celebrating 

the gifts of all people, throughout the diocese.  

ST GREGORY’S SCHOOL
St Joseph’s House at St Gregory’s RC Science College in 
Harrow raised funds of £1,100 which Gail went along to 
collect.  Thank you St Gregory’s! 
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SUMMER DISCO
The beginning of summer was celebrated in May with a 
summer themed disco here at St Joseph’s.  The students 
decorated the rooms with colourful artwork of summer 
flowers as our in-house DJelly played the decks.  Another 
lovely social event for our students.

WILD WILD WEST BBQ
This year our annual BBQ 
was inspired by the Wild Wild 
West. Girls and Guys came 
dressed in their stetsons 
and best chequered shirts. 
Whilst their steeds were 
tethered in the orchard, a 
bbq of fine meats, beans and 
salads was enjoyed.  Again 
our friendly butcher donated 
delicious meats for the BBQ. 
Our DJelly played tracks from all the decades to keep 
us singing and dancing in the orchard. The student 
committee provided cakes, and there was also face 
painting and a crafts stall. Our students painted cacti 
and sheriff signs to decorate the tents. Barclays donated 
a wonderful raffle prize and have promised to match 
fund the event. Thank you to everyone who supported 
the event in so many ways.

LONDON 10K RUN
6 runners ran in aid of St 
Joseph’s in July around the 
streets of Central London 
and along the side of the 
Thames.  A team of supporters 
greeted them at the finish line 
with Prosecco.  Our massage 
therapist, Jaroslava was on 

hand to give all the runners a well deserved massage.
It’s not too late to sponsor our runners:  www.justgiving.
org.uk/sjpc
 

JAZZ AND WINE EVENING
In mid-September St Joseph’s 
held its annual Jazz and Wine 
Tasting fundraising event.  
On arrival the orchard was 
lit with candles and we were 
serenaded by a saxophonist 
while tasting prosecco. In the marquee over 70 guests 
tasted wonderful organic white, red and dessert wines 
led by Danny with expert tasting notes, while dining on 
Italian platters of fine food.  In between sips our talented 
tutors Antonio and Ileana accompanied by Daniel on 
guitar, kept us entertained with their amazing voices.  
A raffle and auction completed the evening.  Thanks to 
Thushari and her team for one of the best events yet!

FROM OUR CENTRE MANAGER
Dear Friends,
Welcome to our Caritas St Joseph’s  
Winter Newsletter as we look 
towards Advent and the Christmas 
season.  We are privileged to have 
the support of the Diocese and 
Caritas Westminster. St Joseph’s 
is always looking at new ways to 
fund our work and with this in 

mind we are working towards having a workshop built 
on site which will support Our Enterprise students.  This 
encourages our students to work as a team and create a 
business by making soap, garden furniture and planters, 
all with a view of going into voluntary or meaningful paid 
work that they enjoy doing in the long term.  Our new 
website will also have a facility to sell our items online, 
which is a new and exciting venture for us in 2017.

This year our students have also made beautiful framed 
cherubs and Christmas tree decorations made from 
ceramics, which can be bought at the Westminster 
Cathedral gift shop.  If you are in the Victoria area in the 
coming weeks, do go and have a look.

We are so lucky to have the support of our chaplain, 
Father Michael Daley who has been guiding us spiritually 
in prayer for the last 10 years and will be leading us in 
pilgrimage to Lourdes next July.   2017 will also be the 
40th anniversary of St Joseph’s so we do hope you can 
join us at our celebration Mass on 13th May.

Of course, we could not do any of this without our 
wonderful staff and volunteers, as well as continued 
financial support.  We have just launched our Christmas 
appeal and we would be grateful for your kindness and 
generosity.  Your contributions enable us to keep our 
doors open to those in our communities who find it 
difficult to find their place in our society.

All of us at St Joseph’s would like to wish you and your 
families a truly happy Christmas and a very joyous 2017.

Gail Williams, Centre Manager 

  MOVIE NIGHT
   The Stage Right class  
   presented two of their 
   movies -  ‘Olympic
   Flames’ and  ‘The 
   Catcher’  to their  
   fellow students 
   and friends.  It is a 
   great way for the class to work as a team with audio- 
   video technology and complete a project together.  
   DVDs of both movies are available from Reception.
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MEET MARIA

I starting volunteering at St Joseph’s a little over a year ago with Thushari in the 
Creative Recycling class.  I love working and engaging with the students as well as 
the place and the people.  In March I had the opportunity to part share the job of 
receptionist which is great as I get the chance to meet more of the students as they 
pass by the reception.

Before St Joseph’s I worked in customer service but had not worked with people with 
learning disabilities.  At the beginning I found it hard but now it is a lot easier and I 
find the environment very friendly and pleasant, and the students are very honest.

WINTER NIGHT SHELTER 
2nd October 2016 to 31st May 2017

“Is this not the sort of fast that pleases me: … sharing your food with the hungry and sheltering the homeless poor.”  
(Is 58:6-7)

The Caritas Westminster works with a group of churches and synagogues where each offers shelter on a different 
night of the week, together constituting a Night Shelter, with a common referral system from the West London day 
centre, thus offering a continuity of care in the way their homeless guests are looked after.  Shelter projects are 
geared towards offering hospitality to homeless people, seeking to provide a supporting and caring hand to help 
the homeless person to rebuild their life and move away from homelessness, thus making a real difference.

Almost everybody that I have come into contact with doing this work has had their attitudes to the homeless 
seriously changed.  Night Shelters sustain people in their lives on the street. The Church and Community Night 
Shelters aim is ‘to offer (Christian: often, but not exclusively) hospitality, which leads to personal transformation, 
which leads to movement off the street and into a home’. 

The figure of a 34% resettlement rate indicates that the work of Night Shelters in helping people off the street is 
extremely effective: representing almost 500 people whose lives have been transformed last winter!  This September, 
20 homeless service users have been assisted into housing and 4 into paid work.  A man who had been sleeping in a 
car in Hackney has been moved into accommodation and should be able to resume working as a support worker for 
people with learning difficulties.  Additionally, we know that not all efforts are successful, but 60% of our guests do 
receive case work follow ups.  Many Night Shelters, including some of the newer ones, have little resources available 
to undertake case working, and so are unable, even though the intent is there.

Almost £1.5 million worth of volunteer time leads to one third of guests being able to move on to various forms of 
accommodation. If you would like to volunteer in your own parish, please contact  veritysykes@rcdow.org.uk or have 
a look at the Caritas Website to see if your parish is hosting a night shelter:  caritas@rcdow.org.uk

Response from a guest staying at one of the night shelters: 
“Churches are actually coming together as a Body,  as it should 
be, in the Body of Christ and actually working together and 
establishing some sort of unity and strength in unity together, 
to help the outside. I’m finding it really interesting that they 
are working together instead of going against each other.” 

Finola Ryan
Development Worker, Caritas Westminster

caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk

 
 



OUTREACH DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Masses
Sat 19th Nov - Our Lady of Walsingham and the  
English Martyrs, Holtwhites Hill, Enfield at 3pm
Sun 4th Dec -  St Gregory the Great, South Ruislip 
3pm 

Symbols of Faith Workshops  
see our website for more details

Saturday Clubs, 3.00 - 5.00pm
Continue in Whetstone, Finchley Church End, New 
Southgate and Enfield.

Every Monday, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Church of the Annunciation, Burnt Oak
Every Last Tues of the Month, 7.00 - 9.00pm
St B’s Club, Ealing Abbey
Every First Sat of the Month, 11.00 - 1.00pm
St Erconwald’s Parish Hall, Wembley
Every First Sat of the Month, 1.00 - 3.00pm
Our Lady & St Joseph Church Hall Kingsland
Every First Sat of the Month, 2.00 - 4.00pm
St Peter in Chains RC School Hall, Stroud Green
Every 4th Sun of the Month, 2.30 - 4.30pm
Plus Club,  - Our Lady, Queen of All Creation, Hemel 
Hempstead

Contact sue@stjoseph.org.uk for any of the above. 
  

                                                                                                           

LOOKING FORWARD 

 

       Caritas St Joseph’s, St Joseph’s Grove, The Burroughs, Hendon, 
    London  NW4 4TY  |  Tel  020 8202 3999  |  Fax  020 8202 1418 

      www.stjoseph.org.uk  |  Email: enquiries@stjoseph.org.uk  |  Charity No. 233699                           

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                I would like to support Caritas St Joseph’s in their work with people with intellectual disabilities:
            
               Name:                                                                                       Tel No:                                                      Email:

               Address:                                                                                                                                                                                      

               Donation Amount:             £10              £25              £50              £100              £200              Other:            
                              If you pay tax, please complete the Gift Aid declaration.  Please tick and date in the box.
                              I would like information on how to make a regular gift to St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre.
                              
                                     l enclose a cheque payable to ‘St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre’ OR I would like to donate by:

                              Cash                  Visa/Mastercard                    Maestro/Delta/Visa Debit

               Name on Card:                                                                                     Signature: 

               Card Number:                                                                                    Date:                                     Expiry Date:              /

Postcode:
I wish Gift Aid to apply to the enclosed 
donation and I confirm I will pay in this tax 
year an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax at least equal to the amount that all 
charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs 
to which I give will reclaim for this year (25p for 
each £1 given).  I understand that other taxes 
such as Council Tax and VAT do not qualify. 
Date:                                           Ref: + SJHE

Gift Aid

 DD/MM/YY

  DD/MM/YY
You can also donate online

at www.justgiving.com/sjpc

MULTI-CULTURAL DAY
Our popular event returns on 
Saturday 12th November 
1.00 - 4.00pm at Our Lady of 
Dolours Church Hall, Hendon 
(across the road from St 
Joseph’s).  Come dressed up 
in your national costume and 
sample food from around the 
world.  Tickets are £10 (carers 
£2) from the reception.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
Come and get into the 
Christmas spirit at our annual 
Christmas Carol service on 
Saturday 10th December at 
6pm.  Bishop Nicholas Hudson 
will lead the service, followed 
by mince pies and mulled 
wine plus a chance to buy St 
Joseph’s Christmas cards and 
also presents made by our students.
For any of the above events, please contact Thushari on 
thushari@stjoseph.org.uk

EASY FUNDRAISING 
Don’t forget that when you shop online for 
Christmas presents, a percentage can be donated 
to St Joseph’s at no extra cost, through lots of 
retailers who are registered with easyfundraising!  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjosephspc


